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Abstract

The travelogues by Bengali women in colonial period bore testimony to the openness of the
mind of the women who came out of the four walls of their home and broke through the
womanly barriers of the closed society. These travels gave them a much wider view of the
world. Travelogues gave them a much wider view of the world. Travelogues reveal that
women also developed a critical and comparative mind while exposed to different cultures
and social orders as distinct from their own. The basic trend of early women'’s travelogues
was merely to voice their own feelings and experiences but as literature can be claimed to
be the mirror image of the society, these travelogues of the colonial period reveal a new set
of realization, consciousness and social values emerging among women during this period.
In case of foreign tours , Bengali bhadromohilas used to analyze and compare the situation
of India and that of foreign lands. This became a medium of searching for a self-identity.
This article therefore an attempt to explore an important field of modernization of women.
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