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Abstract

Rabindranath Tagore was one of the renowned philosophers and thinkers who sought to
trace the substantial meaning of nation and nationalism in the twentieth century. He stood
against the trend of nationalist thought and movement. He explained the nation and human
society in a different way in his contemporary time.Unlike others, he did not consider the
nationalist movement as the only way to emancipate the country from colonial rule. But it
does not mean that he was not a patriot. Rather, he tried to incite the people to build up a
collective self-power (atmashakti) instead of nation. He staunchly opposed to narrow
sentiment of  nationalism, aggressiveness and gruesomeness of power. He drew the
attention on universalism instead of cheap nationalist ideology. He strongly pleaded in
favour of amalgamation of east and west. Actually he believed on society and human
relation. We can assert that Tagore’s philosophy stands for internationalism and
humanism. The objective of this article is to elucidate how the poet emphasised on the
integrated society and humanity. Finally, the conclusion attempts to explain how the poet’s
universal spirit is so significant to the today’s politics and society.

Keywords: Nation, Self-power, Community, Society, Western civilisation, Humanity,
Universalism, Internationalism.
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of word foreign. They both thought that it created hate chaos among the people” (Haq).
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