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Abstract:

The main topic in the present article is to discuss whether the Sthitaprajna Purusha
mentioned in the Bhagavadgita can be called the Jibanmukta Purusha of Sankara Vedanta.
Bhagavadgita belongs to Bhishma Parba of Mahabharata. In the second chapter of the
Bhagavadgita, the description of Sthitaprajna Purusha is found. Acharya Sankara in
Gitabhasya and Madhusudan Saraswati in Gurharthadipika Tika have described the nature
of Sthitaprajna Purusha in two ways— Samadhistha Sthitaprajna and Byutthita
Sthitaprajna— that is discussed in this article. The characteristic of the Samadhistha
Sthitaprajna Purusha is that avoids all desires as the religion of the mind. Because they are
not the nature of the soul. And The characteristic of the Byutthita Sthitaprajna Purusha is
that he who is not troubled by sorrows, who is not excited by happiness and who is free from
anger, fear is Sthitaprajna. Sankara Vedanta, like most Indian philosophies of later times,
believed in the concept of two types of mukta Purusha— Jibanmukta Purusha and
videhmukta Purusha. The liberation that a person gets before leaving the body is called
Jibanmukti. And after the destruction of the body, the liberation of man is called videhmuki.
Acharya Sankara is a Jibanmuktibadi. According to Acharya Sankara’s Sankarabhashya,
the Jibanmukta Purusha remains alive for some time even after attaining Brahmajnana.
This article has concluded that it would not be wrong to comment that Sthitaprajna Purusha
and Jibanmukta Purusha are identical, as the qualities of Sthitaprajna Purusha mentioned
in the Bhagavadgita are similar to those of Sankara Vedanta's Jibanmukta Purusha.
Keywords: Samadhistha Sthitaprajna Purusha, Byutthita Sthitaprajna Purusha,
Jibanmukta Purusha, Prarabdha karma, Prapancha, Lokakalyana.
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