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Abstract
The theory of Knowledge is the most important part of the Nyaya philosophy. Nyaya-
Vaishesika system cognition (buddhi) is taken to mean the same thing as apprehension
(upalabdhi), knowledge (jnana) and cognisance (pratyaya). That means intellect,
apprehension, and knowledge are not different from one other. Nyaya system is called
Realism. Because, according to them knower and knowable objects are different and
knowledge reveals both of them. Knowledge (buddhi) is a prameya padartha - according to
Maharishi Goutama . All knowledge is a revelation or manifestation of object . Knowledge
is a attribute ( quality/gune) of the self, is always directed to objects . The Sankhya system
look upon cognition as a substantive mode or modification (vrtti) of the material principle
called buddhi (Mahat). Buddhi is an adhyavasaya. Knowledge is a sattva attribute of
buddhi or mahat. For this reason buddhi and knowledge are different. In this paper | want
to highlight the Nyaya-Vaishesika philosophy criticism and refutation of the Samkhya views
of buddhi.
Keywords: guna (quality), jnana ( buddhi ), mahat, atama (self), prakrti, arthaprakasho
buddhi.
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