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Abstract

Saikat Rakshit is one of the fiction writers who emerged in post-independence Bengali
Leterature. He is known as ‘Bhumiputra of Purulia’. It was known as Manbhum before the
year of 1956. After the movement for few years for Bengali language, On 1% November
1956, it was split into two districts. One of them is Purulia and another is Dhanbad. From
the childhood Saikat Rakshit was well known about the tribal life and culture of manbhum.
So, he has used various type of folk elements from Manbhum in his novels and short stories.
His novel ‘Dhula Urani’ depicts the tribal life and culture of Khariduyara village by the
Kumari river. Folk elements like nachni nach , jhumur song, witch belief etc. has been
reflected in this novel. His novel ‘Sirkabad’ presents the financial crises of the poor tribal
artisans of village Gurahata, Kalabani, Naktitar, Sirkabad under Arsha thana of Purulia
district who were engaged with Gur craft. The financial crises of Mask artists of Dumardih
and chairda village has been reflected in his story ‘Mukhosh’ and the story 'Dhaman’
depicts the life struggles of itinerant dokra artists.
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