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Abstract:

Agricultural traces have been found in Bankura since the Neolithic age. Later the diversity
of agriculture was also seen in Maurya, Gupta, Sultani and Mughal period in Bankura. The
diversity of the land system has been seen in the Malla era, which was also prevalent in the
British period. But in spite of so much diversity, the condition of the farmers has not
changed much. As a result, agricultural policies and plans, which adopted in the post-
independence period of the country, greatly affected agriculture and farmers. To improve
the irrigation system, dams and ponds were renovated along with the river embankment
plan. Some bank was set up in Bankura for land development. Loans were given from this
bank for digging ponds and convert fellow land into arable land. Attempts were made to
improve the credit societies for the betterment of agriculture. However, more importance
was given to irrigation and for this purpose irrigation cooperative society was set up. The
Kangsavati Dam was constructed in 1964 and as a result, huge areas come under
irrigation. The effect of the Five Year plan was to bring about some significant changes in
the agriculture sector in the district. For example, intensive agricultural projects were
taken up, agricultural farms were formed etc. As a result of these things, there was a
radical change in production. Since 1977, rural development programs have been adopted
through panchayats. Important land renovation works such as 'Patta’, '‘Operation Barga'
etc. were carried out. As a result, many landless people benefited tremendously. This article
seeks to highlight the various aspects of agricultural development in Bankura through a
comprehensive discussion. This article discusses various aspects of increasing production
as a result of agricultural development, crop diversification, improving the living standards
of farmers and rural development.
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Area Irrigated Through Different Agencies in Bankura District (in acres)

Year Government | Private Tanks Wells | Other Total
canals canals sources
1960 - 61 | 40,300 53,400 1,86,000 2,700 9,400 2,91, 800
1961 - 62 | 50,800 63,700 1,82,500 2,800 9,500 3,09, 300
1962 - 63 | 56,500 53,500 1,78,800 3,000 9,000 3,00,800
Area under Irrigated Crops in Bankura District (in acres)
Name of Crop 1960 - 61 1961 - 62 1962 - 63
Rice 2,71,200 2,86,100 2,81,400
Wheat 6,800 10,200 6,000
Barley 700 700 600
Jowar 100 100 100
Maize 2,800 2,200 2,000
Other cereals and pulses 3,100 3,200 3,300
Sugarcane 3,500 4,000 4,000
Other food crops including 6,200 6,200 6,300
fruits and vegetables
Total 2,94,400 3,12,700 3,03,700
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