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Abstract

19th century is considered a path breaking century from the perspective of women’s history
in India. By the introduction of education and various social reform programmes, the
Indian social reformers tried to enlighten the women folk of Bengal as well as India. In this
essay a special attention has been given to the statement of women about their own position
in family and society. Though it is not an easy task to find out the voices of nineteenth
century Bengali women as most of them were primarily zenana women who were
uneducated and least conscious about their own position. But still there were some Bengali
women who had their autobiographies or memoirs, which were published later or in the
same century. Some traces of thoughts of some of them have been found in those
autobiographies and memoirs. With the help of those writings, | have tried to show the
reactions of Bengali women regarding the social evils of nineteenth century Bengal. Women
who had written their autobiographies, were not always thought alike. By analysing the
comparative differences between one writing with another, a special emphasis has been
given on their different point of views regarding their own position.

Key Words: Bengali women, Autobiography, Nineteenth century, social evils,
consciousness.
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