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Abstract:
Ancient epics have always carried the pattern of a nation's overall heritage. They are
analyzed through various arguments to fit the requirement of the time. The Indian epic
Mahabharata has been discussed by writers and researchers from different perspectives on
various branches of literature, as well as applied various thoughts on the events or
characters of the Mahabharata. The kind of thinking and contemplation that started in
Bengali literature about the original epics after the era of translation is really amazing. In
this context, the first person whose name comes to mind in Bengali literature is
Bankimchandra Chattopadhyay, the literary emperor. Then, from Michael Madhusudan,
Rabindranath Tagore to Buddhadeb Bose, Manaj Mitra, Nrisingha Prasad Bhaduri and
many others have given thoughtful interpretations of the Mahabharata in various genres of
literature, sometimes re-creating the Puranas. Fiction writer Deepak Chandra is unique
here. His discussion and criticism of fiction in ancient Indian mythology, especially epics,
has opened a new genre in the field of literary writing in the vast context of mythological
novels. 'Gandhari - one of the characters of Mahabharata’s character was reconstructed in
one of his novel ‘Gandhari, Kurukkhetrer Gandhari’. Without Gandhari, the story of
Mahabharata would have been different. But Vyasadeva's apathy to that character was
perplexing and Deepak Chandra saw it as a conspiracy. Why did Gandhari keep her eyes
closed all her life? Also there are many other questions too. How was Gandhari's
relationship with Kunti? Why is she so detached and apathetic about his family? Even her
coldness and inadvertence about her own sons work. In spite of this, Kunti was very
conscious and aware of her sons. So there is a huge difference between Gandhari and
Kunti’s behaviour. Deepak Chandra’s novel tries to provide answers to all such questions.
He tried to fill in the gaps in the narratives of the Mahabharata. One thing is clear that,
Gandhari in the Mahabharata had many doubts in her mind; Deepak Chandra's Gandhari
was at least somewhat self-conscious. This article tries to analyze reconstruction of the
character of Gandhari by the novelist through a combination of argumentation and literary
aesthetics.
Keywords: Mahabharata, Family Politics, Gandhari’s blindfoldness, Victim of
Inperceptible Politics, Refelects Today’s era.
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