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Abstract

Khyativada is a technical term of Indian epistemology. Khyativada is the term used to refer
to the Indian theories of perceptual error or erroneous conception of atman or false
apprehension.There are five main theories of perceptual errors. Those theories are
Akhyativada, Atmakhyativada, Asatkhyativada, Anyathakhyativada and
Anirvacaniyakhyativada. Akhyativada accepted by Prabhakara Mimansaka.According to
Prabhakara all knowledges are valid but so called error is a composite of two knowledges-
perception and memory. Atmakhyativada accepted by Yogacara,Soutrantika and
Vaibhasika Bouddha school. According to Atmakhyati error occurs owing to the
externalization of inner thoughts,by treating the internal objects as extramental and error
exists not in the object but in the subject. Asatkhyativada advocated by Nagarjuna and
Aryadeva. According to Asatkhyati the error consists in the apprehension of the unreal or in
the perception of non existent entities. Nyaya Philosophy accepted Anyathakhyativada.
According to Anyathakhyati the error is due to wrong understanding of the presented and
the represented and occurs,one reality is mistaken for another. Acharya Sankaracharya and
Advaita Vedanta darshan accepted Anirvacaniyakhyativada.  According to
Anirvacaniyakhyati the illusory object is a product of ignorance and the object is neither
existent,nor non existent,but indescribable.
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SGIPF Vatsyayan SCEC=S,“In the illusion of rope as snake,there is contact of visual
organ with rope and the resulting knowledge is that of snake. The knowledge of snake is
neither perception nor inference. It is due to memory. This arousal of memory is due to
defects of visual, organ or absence of sufficient light which leads to failure in the cognition
of special characteristics of rope. Rope is the object of vision while snake is that of mind.
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Therefore both the knowledge are different though real. It is due to failure in distinguishing
between the two.”?
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SF Radhakrishnan SCeTC=Y,“The Nyaya Theory of Anyathakhyati is criticized by the
other schools, notably the Advaita Vedanta. Silver existing at some other time and place
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cannot be an object of perception,since it is not present to the senses. If it is said to be
recalled to consciousness,then even in inference of fire from smoke,fire may be said to be
recalled to consciousness and there would be no need for inference at all. Again to what
does the otherwiseness refer? It cannot refer to the cognitive activity,where the substratum
shell cannot impart its own from to a cognition which apprehends silver, not to the result of
the cogn;tive activity, since a presentation does not differ essentially whether it is valid or
invalid.”
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S#F D.M.Dutta and S.C.Chatterjee 9C5TC=H,“Advaitins hold that in illusion ignorance
conceals the form of the existing object(rope)and constructs instead,the appearance of
another object. The non perception of the existing form is produced by different factors
such as defective sense organ,insufficient light. The perception of similarity and the revival
of memory idea caused by it help ignorance to creat the positive appearance of an
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object(snake). This apparent object must be admitted to be present as an appearance here
and now. It is then temporary creation of ignorance. This creation is neither describable as
real,since it is constructed by later perception(of the rope), nor as unreal, because it
appears,through for a moment, unlike what is unreal which can never appear to be there. So
it called by the Advaitin, an indescribable creation and his theory of illusion is called
Anirvacaniyakhyativada.”®
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