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Abstract

The Maharishi Kapila is the founder of Sarkhya philosophy. Sarkhya philosophy admits
two ultimate realities-prakrti and purusa. In this paper | want to highlight Sarkhya theory
of purusa in the view of Bhagavad Gita and Caraka Samhita. The synonyms of purusa are
atman, self, puman, male person, jiia etc. Purusa is mere sentience. It is changless, eternal,
omnipresent, inactive but consciousness, not resolvable, impartible, self-sufficing, subject,
unique. Prakrti is the uncaused cause of all objects. But the purusa is neither the cause
(prakrti) nor the effect (vikrti) of anything. Sankhya believes in the plurality of the purusa.
Human soul is invulnerable, imcombustible, insoluble and undryable.lt is changeless,
capable of going everywhere, stable, firm and eternal-according to Bhagavad Gita.
Chaturbirngsatika purusa (prakrti, buddhi,ahasikara, manas,ten organs,five mahabhitas,and
five tanmatras) is a rashi purusa -according to Maharishi Caraka. This purusa is not self or
atman. The soul/atman (self) is defined as purusa because it resides in the body. He is
many in the form of living self, but one (the one and only one/ekamevadvitzyam) in the form
paramatma (God).

Keywords : purusa (self) , rashi purusa, prakrti (avyakta), buddhi (mahat), para prakrti,
kaivalya.
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