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Abstract:

The chief objective of this paper is to explore the role of Swami Vivekananda and Sister
Nivedita in the enfranchisement of women in India in the late nineteenth century. Both the
preceptor and his disciple ascribed enormous importance over the role of women as the
source of power in all spheres of life. Religion, being the backbone of India’s rich cultural
tradition plays the key role of social transformation and according to Swami Vivekananda,
it is none other than Women who, in Indian tradition have been worshipped as the source of
power and vigour. Women are the expression of ethics, morality, pity, vigour and sacrifice.
They preached women as the emblem women-hood, motherhood, self-sufficiency and the
key vehicle of socio-cultural progression. Hence, they ascribed paramount importance over
proper education, both in the moral field as well as in the religious and cultural fields to
make women self-confident and self-sufficient.
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