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Abstract

Shamsur Rahman(1929-2006) is one of the leading figures of modern Bengali Poetry in
Bangladesh. In the second half of the twentieth century, Shamsur Rahman is well-
established as a great, popular poet in both Bangladesh and West Bengal. Not only in
Bengal, he earned great admiration among the lovers of Bengali poetry all over the world.
Two widely popular poems of Shamsur Rahman are ‘Barnamala, Amar Duhkhini
Barnamala’ and ‘Janmabhumikei’ that deal with the freedom movement of Bangladesh. He
believed that the role of a poet is closely related to the cultural progress of a nation. We
can note the celebratory representations of generous, humane attitude and romantic revival
in his works. The post emergency incidents left a deep impression on his mind. As a result,
the tedious urban life has been depicted in some of his poems. His patriotic and nationalist
identity is undoubtedly inseparable from his personality. Each and every person loves own
mother tongue. Shamsur Rahman is no exception. His mother tongue is Bengali and it
reigns in his mind for ever. Deep love for his mother tongue is well-expressed in the poem
‘Barnamala, Amar Duhkhini Barnamala’. All the fifty one letters of Bengali alphabet
always glitter in his heart like stars. The poem ‘Janmabhumikei’ deals with the pain of
modern life, the tediousness and monotony of urban life and at the same time romanticism,
love for the old days and an intense love for his motherland Bangladesh have been reflected
vividly in the poem. In the long run, this poem has become a great patriotic poem. In both
of his poems discussed in this essay, the poet has made a smooth journey from his love of
mother tongue towards love for his country.

Keywords: Shamsur Rahman, Bangladesh, Pain of life, Mother tongue, Patriotism,
Romanticism
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