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Abstract
It is right to say that there is no consistency of Bengali theatre trend of post-world war- 1
with its previous trend. In thirties of nineteenth century a new trend was introduced by
Kallol group. They revealed the mystery of critical human behaviour and biological
relation as well as nature of desire of human being. People’s belief was shaken up by
evolution theory of Charles Darwin and Aldus Huxley’s invention about bio-science.
Similarly Freud’s theory of human nature and Marx-Engels’ theory of socialism also
stunned the people. Simultaneously world-wide economic depression which greatly
pressurized the Indian economy and also the Bengali theatre in between the world wars.
Manmatha Roy established the modern dramatic dialect in the structure of mythological
drama. He tried to build the feelings of agony of dependence in his plays. His sensitivity of
writings succeeded to touch the heart of Bengal. His famous play “Karagar” was first
performed in 24" December of 1930 at Manmohan Theatre, Kolkata. The audience was so
much moved by the fact of the said play, that they raised the slogan of “Vande Mataram” as
the mark of nationality. This incident established the efficiency of Manmatha Roy to knock
the people through his play. Girish Chandra Ghosh, the famous playwright, had its own
theatrical trend before the world war-1, as we get another very new trend in the writings of
Bijan Bhattacharya which called “Gananatya” during the world-war 1l. These two trends
are very different in nature. Manmatha Roy drew a linkage line between these very
different trend.
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“...The play entitled ‘Karagar’ by Manmatha Roy..., 1s likely to excite feelings of
disaffection towards the Government established by law in British India”**
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“The home Member added that ostensibly the play did not relate to present-day
politics, but actually its bearing on present day politics was beyond doubt.”"
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