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Abstract:

Jayaprakash Narayan belief that for the reconstruction of socio-economic structure of Indian
society, practice of self-discipline and the establishment of self- government in the country, which he
often called a ‘participating democracy’ were essential, became more and more firm. The idea of
‘total revolution’ aims at bringing about a complete change in the present structure and system of
the Indian society. It may be regarded as a considerable development of the philosophy of
Sarvodaya. Jayaprakash was a great humanitarian, and his socialism, gradually developed into the
philosophy of ‘Total Revolution’ is not only a system of social and economic reconstruction of the
Indian society, but it is also a philosophy of moral and spiritual rebirth of the Indian people. It is
based upon Gandhi’s basic postulates and it envisages non-violent methods of changing society with
non-violent techniques. Total Revolution is an all-enveloping process of change in the individual as
well as in the society. The primary emphasis is on moral values, decentralisation of economic and
political power and insistence on non-violent means to achieve good ends.

Keywords: Total Revolution, Marxian Philosophy, Gandhian Philosophy, Sarvodaya, Democratic
Socialism.
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“Indian Political Thought” &¢¥ qCeTCRT: “JP sought to develop the idea of true socialism by
combining it with Mahatma Gandhi's idea of Sarvodaya. Sarvodaya implies uplift of all, that is the
welfare of everyone although it is especially inclined toward amelioration of the condition of the
underprivileged. When a policy caters to everybody's good, it leaves no scope for the clash of
interest between different sections. Hence there is no place for the Marxian idea of class conflict in
JP’s model of socialism. On the contrary, it is intended to promote the Gandhian of class
cooperation.”®
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