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Abstract:

If we were to describe the first part of the twentieth century as a tumultuous period in the
history of Bengali and the Bengali people, then the post-independence era would be
characterized by pessimism and shattered hopes. The events of the 1970s also failed to
provide any new assurances in the consciousness of the time. However, with the dreams of
change, the intent of surrounding the city with the village and the attempt of implementation
much has been changed in society, fundamentally changing the focus of literature as well.
Since this time rual life gained importance in literature as well as politics. However, Nalini
Bera had envisioned much more than mere dreams of change. He had woven a tapestry of
transformation, not only altering the literary landscape but also transcending the core
essence of literature. Literature had expanded beyond the confines of politics to embrace
the boundless canvas of rural life. Post-independence writers, with their diverse literary
creations, had detached themselves from the mainstream literary current and marked their
independence. Among these literary luminaries, Nalini Bera stood out prominently. Born on
July 20, 1952, in the vicinity of ‘Subornorekha’ riverbanks near the border of West Bengal,
Odisha, and Bihar, in the village of ‘Bachur Khnoar’, he hailed from an ordinary farming
family. During the latter half of the twentieth century, his birth coincided with significant
events, and each occurrence left an indelible impact on his literary present. His
compositions emerged as a rich tapestry of diversity and relevance. Through his literary
works, he captured the essence of each transformative moment. His keen eyes and ever-
attuned mind remained companions of the times. In his writing, the interplay of time and
society became multifaceted and contextually rich. His literature seemed to encapsulate a
trustworthy image of every passing era. Consequently, his literary work became a
significant facet of temporal awareness. Nalini Bera’s vigilant gaze and his mind
perpetually engaged with the zeitgeist. Alongside time, he was intricately connected to
people and their metamorphosis. The novel ‘Bhasan’ exemplifies how contemporary
realities found expression in his literary work.
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