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Abstract

All the Advaita Vedantins unanimously admit that sabda is a valid source of cognition and
a sentence generates mediate cognition( paroksajnana). But the view of Vivarana School in
Advaita Vedanta is that sometimes sentence gives rise to immediate cognition
(aparoksajnana). The sentences like "sah ayam devadattah ‘“tattvamasi™ etc. produce
immediate cognition. This view is called sabdaparoksavada. Sankaracarya,
Padmapadacarya, Prakasatmayati, Sarbajnatmamuni, Citsukha all these Advaitins are
great supporters of sabdaparoksavada. But another School of Advaita Vedanta called
Bhamati refutes the view of sabdaparoksa. Vacaspati Misra. the author of the Bhamati ,
says that since sabda is an indirect source of cognition , the Upanisadic statement like
mahavakya produces indirect cognition (paroksajnana). According to him, mind is the
instrument (karana) of self-realization and the mahavakya like “tattvamasi is its auxiliary.
So the Upanisadic statement alone does not produce immediate cognition, but the
transparent mind with the assistance of the Upanisadic text generates the immediate
cognition (aparoksa jnana)\. This is called, according to Vacaspati, manasaparoksavada.
In this paper after abstruse original texts of Advaita Vedanta refuting sabdaparoksavada
manasaparoksavada has been established from the point of view of the Bhamati School.
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