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Abstract:

Salim Al Din, the versatile playwright and thespian, who remained to be the founding
Director of the Dramatic Department at Jahangirnagar University in Bangladesh and the
creative director of Dhaka Theatre, has left remarkable influence in modern Bengali theatre
through his uniqueness of methodology and visionary experimentation in the development
of dramatic productions responding to the contemporary Global and National issues during
his time. In his path-breaking effort to establish Bengal’s own theatrical approach, he
surpassed the Colonial legacy within the limits of contemporary native theatre strictly
confined to a minority of citizen-audience living in facilitated cities and towns. While
enmixing the traditional folk-artistry in their original form with the greater perspectives
and crisis of civilization, he was keen to accommodate the contours of folk mythology,
music and oral into his scripts that went beyond the limits of any particular form of creative
literary writing and did so in abandon. As a vivid dramaturge, Selim Al Din has been
instrumental in spreading the Village Theatre Movement with his colleague Nasir Uddin
Yusuf at the remotest corners of Bangladesh. His creative width spans to globality, while
the depth was rooted to local rural life. His sensitivity towards the agony of the commons in
a struggle-earned independent nation is profoundly reflected through his cultural and
academic activism. The present article reviews the worldview of the author and the
repercussions of socio-political and cultural turbulence he experienced in his motherland,
reflected in his creative writings.

Key-Words: Post-Colonial Literature; Folk Art; Aesthetics; Rural-Social Ecology;
Subaltern Performance; Post-Soviet World Politics; Consumerism.
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