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Abstract:

Religion is a system of beliefs about the origins, nature, and goal of the cosmos,
particularly when viewed as the work of supernatural power or agencies. India is a land of
great diversity, with a multitude of cultures and religions. India also has a large population
of atheists and agnostics. On the eve of independence, India decided to establish a secular
state with its own characteristics of religious tolerance, liberty and equality. The Indian
Constitution guarantees freedom of religion. Indian culture is also heavily influenced by
religion. Religion also plays a role in Indian politics and society. Religious tolerance is a
key element in the concept of Indian secularism because it has been a significant element of
the country’s historical tradition. Indians see religious tolerance as a central part of who
they are as a nation. This paper aims to analyze both religious diversity and tolerance
diversity in their effects in Contemporary India.
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“..We have to transform our struggle against communalism to a struggle for
secularism. Such a struggle can be meaningful only if it is a part of a struggle for a
human society- a society in which human beings are recognised and respected as
human beings and not as Hindu, Muslim or any other religious denomination. Such
a struggle is possible only if we integrate the struggle for secularism with the large
struggle for just society.”
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