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Abstract:

In the colonial Bengal of 19" century the concept of women’s education gained ground and
with that the consciousness of women’s health took place in Bengal society. Coming of
western medical science contributed for the institutional medical treatment in Bengal and
women’s health centred round the reproductive health. It was thought that female doctors
were necessary for the treatment of female patients because of the practice of purdah.
Generally, women were handled by the dais during the time of child-birth. Those dais were
criticised both by the colonial government and the newly educated Bengali middle class
society as the dais were considered as uneducated and unhygienic who were responsible for
the misery of the mother and child. The Bengali society was in dual mind regarding the
medical education for the women. The conservative section of the society did not accept the
necessity of making lady doctors. But the progressive people of the society like the Brahmo
leaders were vocal about the medical education of the Bengali women. After several
debates through decades, the door of the Calcutta Medical College was open for the female
students. In the year 1883, Kadambini Ganguly entered the Calcutta Medical College as its
first female student. Vernacular medical classes started in The Campbell Medical School
with fifteen students in the year 1888. Several Medical Schools surfaced in the later
decades. Medical Students of the colonial Bengal faced many difficulties in their
professional life. Yet, they tried to overcome the hurdles for the welfare of the society.
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