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Abstract:

Since the social life of medieval Bengal cannot be brought to light through the study of
traditional sources, we may be aware through the structural analysis of Mangal poetries.
Despite Cmote’s scientific veneration for humanity or society as a whole, he was very much
concerned with the smaller, component system and structures which form the larger entity.
It may be possible that the composers of Mangal poetries used myth to express the feelings
of society. Their feelings and for this they try to place some explanations for miracles which
they cannot be otherwise understood, while the purpose of myth is to provide an outlet of
suppressed feeling. Structural analysis can be applied to Levi Strauss’ the concept of
interrelationship between the levels. However, if we study the Manashamangal,
Chandimangal or Shivayan, we shall notice the changing economic condition of eastern
India through the middle Ages. The dialectics in the texts, the establishment of an urban
centre by Kalketu and his return to previous life later will be taken under sharp scrutiny.
Some of the mythological characters are appeared in the texts through the process of
aryanisation and it is related to the changing economic condition which caused cultural
transformation. Through the medieval period society passed through the social change due
to European penetration and dynamic economy. Society also recognised these changes in a
long run. Therefore, a sociological study is indispensable in this respect to reconstruct the
cultural life of the concerned period.
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“By ‘Myth’, I mean a complex, multi-layered legend that weaves together heroic
deeds and divine miracle, and, through powerful symbols, impression a set of
values on the mind of a people. The Myth becomes, in turn, inseparable from its
peoples customs and traditions...And whether or not a myth has some historical
bases, it is true as long as it lives and works in the mind it has shaped... Whether
they are ‘facts’ in our limited sense of the term is irrelevant. Myths are something
greater than fact... Whether or not a myth has grown around a historical seed; it is a
maker of history”.
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