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Abstract

The Khen were the important traibal people in North-Bengal of India and Bangladesh like
to the ‘Coch’ ‘Mech’ and ‘Tharu’. We are well known about the Rajbansis, Mech and Coch
people but we have not sufficient evidences regarding origin, migration and habitation of
the Khen community. We have information’s only about Khen kings and their
administration, their religious and archaeological activities. History almost silent about its
common people. In North-Bengal of India (Cochbihar District) and Bangladesh (District of
Rangpur and Dinajpur) Khen is a remarkable schedule caste till today. We conducted a
short socio-economic survey on common khen people in this article. Our survey mostly
based on kurigran district of Rangpur in Bangladesh just opposite the Indian border of
Dinhata sub-division of Cochbihar district. We also used secondary data collected from
Indian sources. We found an overall situation of the khen people as like there origin,
migration, dynasty, present social status, their racial identification, professions, their
everyday life, rituals, customs etc. in this article. We found that, at present the khen are not
an Indigenous group of people, not a tribal one, even they are not like traditional local
Bengali people. Their social trends, rituals, customs, religion and beliefs almost similar
with Rajbansi traditions, although they have clearly separate racial identity. The khens are
gradually changing and developing their overall socio-economic conditions. We are sure
that, there will not be any differences between Rajbansi and Khen People in near future.
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