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Abstract

Since its inception in 1921, ABTA, the organization of Secondary teachers all over Bengal,
has been playing a pivotal glorious role in the sphere of the professional life- struggle of
the secondary teachers. During its long journey only once this organization compromised
with its secular stand. That was in 1937, when Fazlul Haque, the then Education Minister,
took initiative for first time Free secondary education from the clutch of the top-heavy
Calcutta university and lay the duty of controlling secondary education in the hands of a
secondary education board, comprising members, elected or nominated from the major
social segments of the society, which would have resulted into major inclusion of Muslims
into the body of the Board, as opposed to upper caste Hindu control as was unusual during
the University control dominated mainly by upper caste Hindus. The upper-caste Hindu
leadership strongly opposed the move through Congress and Hindu Mahashava. The
leadership of the ABTA (also belonging to upper caste Hindu fold) also opposed this move
as ‘antinational’. In doing so, ABTA joined hands even the upper caste Hindu dominated
managing committees, so long considered to be its traditional opponent. True nationalism
is supposed to support representation of the majority segments of the population even
though they may be backward culturally. Naturally in the field of education upper caste
Hindus opposed this move. The leadership of the ABTA failed to appreciate this aspect of
the opposition against the move. As a result the first ever movement of freeing secondary
education from the control of top-heavy university had to be postponed for an uncertain
long period. Thus the first ever move to give autonomy to secondary education failed. This
short-sightedness of the ABTA leadership was no less responsible for this regressive
development.

Keywords: Teachers’ Association, Board of Secondary Education, top-heavy
administration of the university, Feeder educational institutions, school managing
committees, Bengalee gentry, board constituted on communal bases, class-nature of the
middle class, majority and minority nationalism, Floud Commission, League — Haque
Ministry, Hindu Mahasabha.
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