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Abstract

In India, the nationalist thought has been infected by the festering ghetto communalism. The
foundation of such narrowness can be traced back to the leaders, Muhammad Ali Jinnah
and Vinayak Damodar Savarkar and also to the institutions, RSS, Hindu Mahasabha and
Mulim League. As a result, on the one hand the pace of nationalist movement got hindered,
and on the other, Indians have to accept the traumatic phenomenon, the partition. The
dominance of Hindu leaders in Indian National Congress, the evil of disbelief among the
muslim-Hindus have turned the patriotic and secular Jinnah into the leader of a particular
community. Savarkar has defined nationalism in terms of Hindutya, his motto being the
unity of the Hindu Community in the Political scenario. Although nationalism and
communalism are contradictory to each other, in India the former fails to deny the latter.
By too much pampering to narrow religious sentiments in nationalism, many leaders have
become so-called national leaders and made themselves relevant in the contemporary
political milieu.
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