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Abstract

The 1840s were a time of railroad fever in the western world and most of all in Britain.
Railway enthusiasts dreamed of covering the whole earth with their iron rails and puffing
clattering trains. In fact, few parts of the world seemed so desperately in need of the new
invention as Britain’s most prized colony. Building the railroad system in India became the
most monumental project of the colonial era. It involved the largest international capital
flow of the nineteenth century, and produced the fourth largest fail network on earth,
behind only those of the United States, Canada and Russia. In colonial India the
introduction and expansion of railways and the importation of ‘Western Technology’ were
closely related to each other. The industrialized Britain exported technological innovations
and various techniques to the backward and un-advanced country like India through the
railways. Undoubtedly, Britain was forerunner and much more advanced than any other
country in the world particularly in the field of railway technology. The British engineers
attempted to apply the techniques, technology and labour practices of British railway
building to India and in the process, they learned to adopt indigenous technology.

The present article aims to reveal an important aspect of the development of the Indian
railways, particularly its mode of construction and its associated technologies that was
transforming according to the need and interest of the colonial power. The paper also
intends to highlight that social dimensions of any technological change are important in
bringing out the complexities of contemporary history of science and technology. If seeks to
construct informative historical texts about contemporary science and its enduring value.
The links between the contemporary impressions and the archival documents need not be
established due to the limited scope of the study. However, its seeks to make the point that
researches in the history of science and technology do require to bring out the effect of the
changes in the lives of the people and the events that was closely associated with them.
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