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Abstract

Common people believe that Lord Shiva Thakur was born in the month of Shravana and
married at the time of Neelasasthi of the month of Chaitra. Gajan festival and Charak Mela
are celebrated either in the Sangkranti of the month of Chaitra or in the last two days of it.
Etymologically, the word ‘Gajana’ has been derived from the word ‘Garjan’. Many critics
opine that it has been derived from “Gram + Jan= Gajan”. This festival observed in
Bangla, Assam and Tripura in its distinctive way. It is clearly in the Hindu Puranas, that
Gajan, the eldest son of Daityaraja Bali introduced the festival. The festival is celebrated at
the different places in Tripura like Kumari Tilla, Bamutia, Aralia, Kailasahar,
Dharmanagar, Belonia, Sabroom, etc. Although, there’s an association between Charak
Mela with Lord Shiva Thakur, still in the state festival of Tripura, we found the observance
of Hara-Gouri Leela, Radha-Krishna Leela, Ramayan Prasanga, Mahabharat Prasanga
and Gouranga Prasanga etc, are also celebrated along with the Gajan festival.

Key Words: Gajan , Garjan, Charak Mela, Neelasasthi, Hara-Gouri Leela, Radha-
Krishna Leela, Ramayan Prasanga, Mahabharat Prasanga, Gouranga Prasanga.
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